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SOME HELPFUL OBSERVATIONS ABOUT SONGS & TUNES  
to help de-code them for playing: 
 
 
CHORD STRUCTURE 
 
1.  Observe the distinctive features of the tune itself: 
 
2. Vast majority in the West are in Major Tonality or Key 
 
3. Progressions built on  I-IV-V Chords   (Handy Dandy Chord Finder) 
 
4.  How do the Chords make your body feel?  (Thanks to Janita Baker) 
 
5.  Melodies are often built on chords (e.g. Mississippi Sawyer, Soldier’s Joy) 
 
6.  a..Structure of the Tune:  AABB?   AB?  ABA?    
    
    b.  Structure of the Song:  Chorus/Verse/Chorus? Verse/Chorus/Bridge?  Key changes      
     within the tune or song? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MELODY 
1.  Most tunes end at Home (on Do, or the name of the key). 
 
2.  The vast majority of western folk & traditional tunes are played in a Major Key. 
 
3.  Melodies can go up or down in pitch.  Some do this by steps, some by jumps. 
  
(continued on other side)



4.  The space between two pitches is called an interval. 
 
Intervals:  Octave     “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” 
      Seventh     “Bali Hai” (South Pacific) 
       flatted seventh   “There’s A Place for us” (West Side Story) 
      Sixth        “My Bonnie Lies over the ocean” 
      Fifth        “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” 
                 Fourth      “Here Comes the Bride” 
                 Third            “nyeah, nyeah” 
                   minor third    “And many more” (from Happy Birthday) 
      Second      “and many more”  (from Happy Birthday 
 
6.  A question to ask:  Does the melody you want to play step up or down as the notes 
change?  Does it jump?  Is the jump big or little? 
 
 
 
 
By EYE:  Watching other players (live or on video recordings) 
 
1.  Where did they play on their instruments?  Bass bridge? In the middle? Across the 
treble bridge?  Higher, Lower? 
 
2.  Did the song stay a lot in one place or jump around? 
 
 
By EAR:  Listening to other players live or on recordings 
 
 
 
 
 
  


